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ABSTRACT 

A process for easily producing an optically active p- 
amino alcohol useful as a pharmaceutical intermediate from 
an inexpensive, readily available starting material is 
provided. A readily available a-substituted ketone is 
reacted with an optically active amine to yield a 
diastereomer mixture of an optically active a-substituted 
aminoketone. One of the diastereomers is isolated 
optionally after the diastereomers are converted to salts 
with an acid. The optically active a-substituted 
aminoketone or a salt thereof thus isolated was 
stereoselectively reduced to yield an optically active p- 
substituted amino alcohol. The optically active P- 
substituted amino alcohol is subjected to hydrogenolysis to 
produce an optically active P-amino alcohol or a salt 
thereof. 
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(57) Abstract: A process for easily producing, from an easily available inexpensive starting material, an optically active B-amino 
alcohol useful as an intermediate for medicines. An easily available Ct -substituted ketone is reacted with an optically active amine to 
v _ produce a mixture of diasiereomers of an optically active Of -substituted am inokelone. One or the diaslereomers is separated oplion- 
qq ally after the diastereomers are converted to a salt with an acid. The optically active a -substituted aminokctone or salt thereof thus 
r ^ isolated is subjected to stereoselective reduaion to produce an optically active ^-substituted amino alcohol, which is then subjected 
^ to hydrogenolysis. Thus, an optically active B-amino alcohol or a salt thereof is produced. 
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